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more regard to their prayers and their chapters than I have that stay away, but only for form sake, and it may be for the credit of employing a chaplain.
Bet. Nay, do not say so neither; I can assure you my mistress is a very pious, religious lady, and you cannot say otherwise, I am sure; and so are all the young ladies too, they are like her.
Ma. It may be so ; and yet I have seen them all asleep at prayers, many a time, when I am sure they had not so much more need to be sleepy than I had that work hard, nor so much, neither.
Bet. Sometimes they may be heavy, but that is not often; and I suppose you cannot say they were ever all asleep together.
Ma. 'Tis no matter for that, they do the same at church ; and pray what's the difference between my going into the fields to take my pleasure on Sundays and their going to church to take their ease ? between my washing my dishes, while the chaplain is at prayers, and their being fast asleep at prayers ?
Bet. Why, Moll, thou art very malicious to take notice of such things, and they are faults to be sure; but there is a vast difference in them too. Ma. As how, pray?
Bet. Why thus: that though they may sometimes drop asleep, ?tis not always: and they do it but seldom. You, it seems, make the other a practice, and do it always; then if they do sleep sometimes at church or at prayers, they don't pretend to say there is no harm in it, they must acknowledge they ought not to do so; but you have the impudence to say, when you spend your time in the fields, or perhaps worse, there is no harm in it. Now there's a great deal of difference bet ween doing a thing which they acknowledge to be wrong, and doing what is really wrong, and justifying it as if it was right.
Ma. Well, let them do what they will, and let me